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Upcoming Meetings   
 
9th July 2008 
 
Hotel Intercontinental 7am 
Desk Duties Joy and Libby 
Grace Bob Moffat 
Introduction Mary Cull 
Maritime Safety CEO 
Catherine Taylor 
Reflections of a Safety 
Regulator 
Thanking Jeff Lee 
Parting Andre Lategan 
Sergeant Julian Bateson 
 
16th July 2008 
 
World President Rotary 
Evening dinner 
D K Lee 
Could you please let Christopher 
know by Friday 4th whether you 
need seats, OR not 
Price is concessional $60. Can 
be posted to Chris at Box 555 

 
Important Events  
 
 
For any Apologies you can 
now 
text Linda on 021 720048 up to 
10pm Tuesday evenings. 
 
Monthly perambulations occur 4th 
Sunday of every month unless 
otherwise advised.  
 
For the details on 
the next walking date 
Please contact Peter on 
Peter.Whittington@teohu.maori.nz 
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Closing the Communication Gap 

Chris Wikaira, our speaker this week, feels that the general 
population has not been well served when it comes to the 
communication of Maori issues. There has been a large 
communication gap and it is important to do better.  Chris is one who 
should know, as he was for many years the Maori issues 
correspondent for Radio NZ.  Now he works as a consultant with the 
leading PR firm Busby Ramshaw Grice. When he was with Radio 
NZ, there were separate correspondents for health, education, politics 
and social issues, but the Maori issues correspondent had to cover all 
of these.  Often he would work with other correspondents to cover 
every angle of a story. Chris’s desire to improve people’s knowledge 
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about Maori issues still gets 
him out of bed every day.  The 
signing of the CNI Iwi 
Forestry Agreement on June 
26 is a good example of the 
time it often takes to reach 
agreement.  Although earlier 
attempts had failed, that day 
700 Maori came to the 
Beehive to sign a deal which 
had been 20 years in the 
making. They were 
representing Ngai Tuhoe, 
Ngati Tuwharetoa, Ngati 
Manawa, Ngati Whakaue, 
Ngati Whare, Raukawa and the 
Affiliate Te Arawa Iwi/hapu.  
Together these iwi have a 
population of over 100,000 
people. (Link for more 
information 
http://www.beehive.govt.nz/fe
ature/cni+iwi+forestry+agreem
ent ) It was the first time Ngai 
Tuhoe had signed a formal 
agreement and they came with 
good grace and good will in 
spite of the earlier police raids 
on their community.  These 
had been a bad mistake and 
viewed by the Tuhoe as an act 
of provocation. That incident 
has had a trickle down effect 
and has damaged the 
reputation of the police not 
only locally but in other places 
as well.  Chris mentioned the 
way technology is now being 
used to assist in the ratification 
process.  A Heads of 
Agreement has been developed 
for the Port Nicholson Block 
claim and next month the 
process of selling this to the 

people will begin.  As a result of using electronic voting and the 
internet as well as postal voting, the final result will be known within 
two hours of finishing the consultation process. This system may well 
be used for other Treaty claims.  Chris said one of the highlights of 
his career was being asked by the Ministry of Defence to train Willie 
Apiata. He had one day to prepare to face the world, following the 
Prime Minister’s announcement that he would be awarded the 
Victoria Cross for New Zealand, for displaying the highest order of 
courage under fire. Jan Hains Club Reporter 

The Gallery 

 

 

 
 


